RICHLANDTOWN BOROUGH COUNCIL MINUTES

October 11, 2010
The Regular Meeting of Richlandtown Borough Council was held on October 11, 2010. Council President Jim Bowman opened the meeting at 7:00pm.  All Council Members were present. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Polly Soliday of Second St. mentioned the poor nature of the stop sign at the intersection of S. Main and New St. The Manager will replace it this week. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The minutes for September 13, 2010 were accepted on a motion by John Calder, seconded by Matt Scheetz, and approved by all. 
COUNCIL & STAFF REPORTS

Mayor’s Report

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT BOOKLET UPDATE

Joe has advised that Harry Crohe of the Bucks County Emergency Management Office is the contact person about discussing updates to the EMP booklet.  He is currently on medical leave, but is due back soon. I will speak with Mr. Crohe upon his return.  Once we are ready to proceed with the necessary updates, I will be in contact with Lloyd Ewer our Emergency Coordinator and the Tod Fox and/or Jeff Jarrell of the Fire Company to provide for any input with this project.

PEDESTRIAN CROSSWALKS

John Wassmer, Dani McClanahan and myself met Saturday to discuss future pedestrian crosswalks.  The intersection of Main and Church Street is the top choice for the next crosswalk installation.  This is based on conversations that I have had with several members of council and our meeting.  Joe provided measurements and cost of materials:  Church Street is 54 feet wide with materials costs estimated at $469.00 and Main Street is 32 feet wide with materials costs estimated at $267.00.  This does not include the costs of pedestrian crossing signage and posts.  We are looking to complete this crosswalk this year, if possible.  I would like to include additional installations for council’s consideration in the 2011 budget process.  In addition, the pedestrian crossing program was recently featured in the October 1st edition of The Intelligencer.

PENDOT LETTER

On September 28th, I sent a letter to the District Executive and Traffic Unit of PenDot District 6-0 covering a variety of safety issues and concerns including: speed limits, pedestrian crossings, dangerous intersections, updates to our snow emergency routes and the state mandated street sign reflectivity upgrade.  I am currently waiting for a reply.

STATE POLICE LETTER

On September 28th, I sent a letter to Sgt. Vincent K. D’Angelo of the Pennsylvania State Police – Dublin barracks.  At this time, I have received a reply and we are working to establish an afternoon meeting for the week of October 20th.  

STREET SIGNS

I have taken a closer look at our street signs and their location and have created a map of the borough then splitting it into 2 – one North Main Street and the other South Main Street.  During our pedestrian crosswalk meeting, we walked the roadways south of Cherry Street.  We noted some signs are in need of replacement due to condition, while others could be moved or eliminated.  In some cases the posts are in need of straightening and in some cases should be painted.  We also noticed that it appears that PenDot will be replacing and correcting of much of the signage on Main Street.  I will be in contact with PenDot regarding this subject.  I agree with Thom Gross that we should eliminate some of the sign clutter that exists.  This would provide us with a list of the types and quantity of signs we need to obtain to meet the new state mandated reflectivity.  A sign inventory has been taken of what is in the borough garage.

TOWING SERVICE

We should look into having a main bonded towing service with a secondary back-up in place.  This is based upon discussions held at the recent council work session.
HALLOWEEN
Annual Halloween festivities will be on Sunday, October 31, from 6-8pm.

Solicitor’s Report

Zoning Matters:  The solicitor provided an update on the Hinkle and Smith cases.  The Smith matter will be scheduled for arbitration on October 25. 
Phoebe Tax-Exempt Status: The final draft terms were distributed. **RESOLUTION 2010-13**
MOTION There was a motion made by Matt Scheetz, seconded by Floyd Bless, and approved by all to adoption Resolution 2010-13, granting a representative of Borough Council the right to sign and approve the final PILOT agreement with Phoebe Richland. 

Towing Agreement: A draft Towing Services Agreement was distributed. The Manager will distribute to local companies, to see if they will participate. 

Borough Manager
QAPC Planning Agreement: All reviews are completed. Some typographical errors need to be fixed before final signing.

Resignation: The Borough Manager has submitted his resignation from the position effective November 5, 2010. 

Water Superintendent (J. Wassmer)
MOTION The Water Superintendent’s Report was approved on a motion by John Calder, seconded by Matt Scheetz, and approved by all. 

Arsenic Update: Well #1 hooked up to sewer, though there are some minor backflow issues. Well #3 to be hooked up very soon.

Other Matters: Part-Time help will start Wednesday, October 13. 


The leaky faucet at the cemetery will be fixed in the coming weeks. 

REPORT OF THE FIRE COMPANY (Chief Tod Fox)
Smoke Detectors: Detectors will be given out on Saturday, October 23, door-to-door.
Haunter Firehouse: Halloween Night, October 31, 6-9pm.

Garage Door: Still waiting for the results of a state grant to cover the remaining garage doors. 

Kitchen Fan Replacement: Waiting for the roof company to replace the damaged kitchen exhaust fan. 
QRS(Quick Response Service): RFD will start to be dispatched during evenings and weekends to all EMS calls as part of the area’s QRS program.

FINANCE COMMITTEE (J. Wassmer) 

Budget Worksheets: Manager distributed budget worksheets. An additional sheet has been added, indicating the estimated costs of some capital projects.

PUBLIC WORKS (F. Bless)
PARKS & RECREATION (J. Myers)
Rentals: $1600 in September. Rentals down Oct-Dec, offering a coupon on website
Events:
· Movie Nights- Oct 15, "How To Train Your Dragon", Halloween dressup 6:30

· Oldies Dance October 23 6:30-11

· Craft Shoppe- Nov 6th 10-4

· Star Party- November 12,(13)

· Other fundraisers going on:        

· Dan Schantz Greenhouse Now

· Five Below Nov/Dec

· McDonald’s Feb

Other:
· BH Roof will need to be replaced $7-8k per side

· Tree Tender's Group formed, website also updated with garden guide

· Have had issues with vandalism etc...Filed Police Reports

PUBLIC WELFARE (T. Gross)
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS (J. Calder)
PERSONNEL (vacant)
OLD BUSINESS  
Crosswalks: The next installation will be at N. Main and Church. The Manager gave measurements and other information to the Mayor. The Manager has ordered the materials.  There may be some issue about visibility and compliance with the new crosswalks. Perhaps some “State Law” signs posted on the warning signs would be adequate. 
NEW BUSINESS  
Resignation: Councilman Matthew Scheetz has submitted his resignation from Borough Council effective immediately. He cited personal and professional time constraints. 

RFD Garage Heaters: The Fire Company may look into changing the garage heaters to natural gas. They will also look to have them serviced.

PAYMENT OF BILLS
The bills were paid on a motion by Matt Scheetz, seconded by John Wassmer, and approved by all.   
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm on a motion by Jocelyn Myers, seconded by Matt Scheetz, and approved by all. 
Next Meeting: Monday, November 8, 2010. 7pm at Benner Hall.








Submitted by Joseph Geib, Borough Manager. 
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